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Our Challenge

2�(�Q�D�E�O�L�Q�J���	���6�X�V�W�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���R�X�U���7�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���(�G�J�H�«���6�H�F�X�U�L�Q�J���R�X�U���)�X�W�X�U�H

�™Context:  CSA Raymond Odierno: �³�9�H�O�R�F�L�W�\���R�I���L�Q�V�W�D�E�L�O�L�W�\�´���L�V���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�L�Q�J���V�L�J�Q�L�I�L�F�D�Q�W�O�\����
�G�R�H�V�Q�¶�W���V�H�H���D���G�R�Z�Q�W�X�U�Q���L�Q���W�K�H���X�V�H���R�I���W�K�H���$�U�P�\�«���6�H�T�X�H�V�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�L�O�O���F�U�L�S�S�O�H���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�¶�V���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H��
forcing leaders to cut the service to 420,000 soldiers. Source: Derived from defense.gov

SECDEF �R�Q���³�&�R�P�S�H�W�L�W�L�Y�H�Q�H�V�V���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���7�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���D�Q�G��
�2�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���6�X�S�H�U�L�R�U�L�W�\�´�����³�$�V���R�W�K�H�U���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�V���S�X�U�V�X�H���F�R�P�S�U�H�K�H�Q�V�L�Y�H��

military modernization programs and develop technologies 
�G�H�V�L�J�Q�H�G���W�R���E�O�X�Q�W���R�X�U���P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\�¶�V���W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O���D�G�Y�D�Q�W�D�J�H�V�����W�K�H���I�L�U�V�W���S�L�O�O�D�U��
of our future force must be ensuring that we maintain �±and extend 

�±�R�X�U���W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���H�G�J�H���R�Y�H�U���D�Q�\���S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O���D�G�Y�H�U�V�D�U�\���´��
�±Opening Testimony to SASC 03 Mar 2015

�&�-�&�6���*�(�1���0�D�U�W�L�Q���'�H�P�S�V�H�\���W�R���W�K�H���6�$�6�&�����³�>�:�L�W�K�@���W�K�U�H�D�W�V��
proliferating, resources declining, and sequestration just 

months away, our ability to assure our allies is in question 
and our advantages over our adversaries are shrinking. 

This is a major strategic challenge affecting not only our 
�P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\�����E�X�W���X�O�W�L�P�D�W�H�O�\�����$�P�H�U�L�F�D�¶�V���O�H�D�G�H�U�V�K�L�S���L�Q���W�K�H���J�O�R�E�D�O��

�Z�R�U�O�G���R�U�G�H�U���´���±03 Mar 2015 

Frank Kendall, the Pentagon's undersecretary for acquisition, 
technology and logistics, on conversations with lawmakers on 

"technological superiority": "When I talk to people on the Hill, and I 
mention that I'm concerned about technological superiority, and 
in particular that I'm worried about modernization programs in 
countries like China and Russia, I get a reaction that is sort of 

surprise, first of all, and just disbelief perhaps, as well."                      
�±Congressional Quarterly 05 Nov 2014

GEN Dennis Via, Commander, Army Materiel 
�&�R�P�P�D�Q�G�����R�Q���W�K�H���+�4�����³�:�H���Z�R�U�N���W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U���D�V���D���W�H�D�P��

in developing, acquiring, fielding, and most 
importantly sustaining that equipment over its life 
cycle. Those scientists and engineers are very 

heavily involved in developing the technology that 
leads to acquiring the next capability of systems���´��

�±WAAY-TV (AL) 02 Sep 2014


